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Seven ECE Strategies to Build “Circles

of Caring”

1. Facilitate friendships and mutual support

2. Strengthen parenting

3. Respond to family crises

4. Link families to services and opportunities

5. Facilitate children’s social and emotional development

6. Observe and respond to early signs of child abuse and neglect

7. Value and support parents



Facilitate friendships and mutual 

support

 Welcome area for parents 

 Coffee

 Resources - computer, 

internet 

 Social Networking Events

 Volunteer e-mail list serve



Strengthen parenting

 Become a United Way 
Success by 6 Brain Under 
Construction Zone

 Arrange for desired 
parenting classes

 Create large 
display/bulletin board for 
parents

 Provide bi-monthly 
handouts on parenting

 Facilitate parent support 

groups, father activities, 
grandparent activities, etc.

 Maintain frequent contact 
with parents regarding 
their children in the 
daycare

 One on one contact: 
teacher to parents

 Display “parenting tips”



Respond to family crises

 Supportive relationships, 

especially for single parents

 Friday backpack food 

program

 Thanksgiving & Christmas 

food baskets



Link families to services and 

opportunities

 Parent Resource Booklets

 Large Display Board – post referrals, community links

 “Family Plans” to be included in orientation; updated yearly, 

or as child progresses to next teacher



Facilitate children’s social and 

emotional development
 Talaris Emotion Coaching 

curriculum

 During orientation, thoroughly 

discuss curriculum, including 

aspects of social and emotional 

development

 Connect families to resources

 Provide/arrange for parenting 

classes regarding social/emotional 

development

 Help parents understand routine 

assessment results



Observe and respond to early 

signs of child abuse and neglect

 Include documents 

(regarding child abuse and 

neglect) in initial staff 

training

 Arrange for  training in child 

abuse/neglect

 Supportive calls to homes 

for children with repeated 

absences



Value and support parents

 Offer special 

programs/activities (e.g. 

for fathers only; for 

grandparents only)

 Provide childcare during 

parenting classes

 Invite parents to staff 

seminars, classes, etc

 Provide parenting classes 

of interest (per survey)

 Facilitate support groups 

for parents

 Arrange for speakers on 

topics of interest to 

parents

 Post events for parent 

participating

 Accommodate family 

schedules – sports, etc.
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Strengthening Families 

Staff Survey

Professional Development tool for Our Program

Complete questions 11-14 only

No right or wrong answers

“Parent” refers to primary person you communicate with regarding 

the child (may include grandparents or other guardians, etc.)











Next Session:

 Talk about priorities for training and information-sharing

 Introduce Parenting Messages, Lessons & Resources from 

Brain Under Construction ZoneSM

Prevent Child Abuse West Virginia and its funding partners—the West Virginia 

Children’s Trust Fund, the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation and the 

West Virginia  Department of Health and Human Resources—provide this 

opportunity to help children grow up free from abuse & neglect. 
This training is also made possible through partnership with Innovation Grant sites in Cabell & 

Wayne Counties administered by the Cabell County Family Resource Network, with in-kind 

support from West Virginia Child Care Centers United, River Valley Child Development 

Services, United Way of the River Cities, United Way of Monongalia and Preston Counties


