
Helping parents get back to work
helps our state’s economy,
children, and families.

Employment status and access to child care are closely related:

to find, get, and hold a job, parents of young children need

access to quality, affordable child care.

West Virginia has the
fourth largest child care
desert of any state. 

Unemployment rates are directly
related to a lack of child care
that parents need to work.

Flip for new data 

about the overlap

between unemployment

rates across West

Virginia and the gap 

in child care access 

of West Virginians outside of the workforce

(roughly 87,000 people) report not working

because they are at home caring for family.

TEAMWV.ORG

For more information, contact Jim McKay at

jim@teamwv.org. 

13.8%

To help children thrive and our economy
grow, lawmakers should fund child care
so families can work, and protect
unemployment insurance, so families
can stay afloat during economic
downturns and layoffs. 

mailto:jim@teamwv.org
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New data from Child Care Aware of America and TEAM

for WV Children shows the overlap between

unemployment rates across West Virginia and the gap

in child care access vs. need. 
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No county in the state has enough supply of child care to meet the demand for working parents.

Rural counties with chronically high unemployment often have the highest gap. 


